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Symphonies of Wind Instruments IGOR STRAVINSKY 
(1882-1971) 


Originally composed in 1920, the Symphonies of Wind Instruments was revised by the composer in 
1947. It was first performed in London in 1921, conducted by Serge Koussevitsky. Dedicated to 
the memory of Claude Debussy, this is considered to be one of Stravinsky's most outstanding 
instrumental works. 


Sonatine for Winds RICHARD STRAUSS 
Allegro moderato (1864-1949) 
Romanze und menuett (Andante) 

Finale (molto allegro) 


Strauss composed his Sonatine for Winds in 1943 at the age of eighty. Two years later, he 
completed his Symphony for Wind Instruments. He composed his first work for winds, the Serenade 
for 13 Wind Instruments, when he was only sixteen, but upon hearing it performed observed that 
“Double woodwinds against four horns is impossible.” He waited for almost 70 years to solve the 
problem, which he did, admirably, in the Sonatine for Winds by adding bass clarinet, basset 
horn, and “C" clarinet. Unfortunately, neither a “C" clarinet nor a basset norn were available 
for today's performance. In their places, a flute and an English horn have been substituted. 


* * * INTERMISSION ¥* * * 


Symphony in 8 flat Major PAUL HINDEMITH 
Moderately fast, with vigor (1895-1963) 
Andantino grazioso 
Fugue, rather broad 


The Symphony in 8 flat Major, written by Paul Hindemith in 1951, is one of the few symphonies 
composed for winds by a major orchestral composer. Although a violist himself, he was very 
familiar with wind instruments, having written a sonata for every wind instrument with the 
exceptions of the tuba and piccolo. Hindemith was born in Germany, where he pursued a 
successful career as performer, composer and conductor. In 1939, he moved to the United States 
and, in 1942, became head of the music department at Yale University. 


Notes by Melvin Berman 











TODAY'S CONDUCTOR 
Professor MELVIN BERMAN has performed under the baton of such distinguished conductors as 
Charles Munch, Pierre Monteux, Georg Solti, John 8arbirolli, and Sir Thomas Beecham. He neld 
the position of principal oboe with the Montreal Symphony Orchestra for more than fifteen 
years, and taught at both McGill University and the Conservatoire de musique du Quebec. Prior 
to that, he performed as principal oboe with the Hartford Symphony Orchestra, New Orleans 
Philharmonic, Boston Pops, and Ballet Theatre of New York. Mr. 8erman was a founding member of 
the Baroque Trio of Montreal and Pro Arte Woodwind Quintet, and has been a faculty member of 
the Inter-Provincial Music Camp and National Youth Orchestra. He has recorded more than 
fifteen albums on the Vox, RCA, CBC, Orion, Berandol and Octagon labels, and has made two 
award-winning films, The Oboe Reed and The Oboe. His articles have appeared in the Double Reed 
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The Faculty of Music cordially invites you to attend other events in the Edward Johnson 
Building. Throughout the year, there are many recitals by Faculty members and students, as well 
as orchestra, band, choral, jazz and opera performances. 
Calendar of Events, which may be picked up 


information, telephone 978-3744. 
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Information is available 
jin the Main Lobby near the 80x Office. 





